
SWODA off  
Diving in Brockville  
September 10 -12, 2010 
 
Diving in the Brockville area is always great fun.   
The water temp is great in September and visibility, withstanding a storm just before we 
go, is some of the best in the great lake diving opportunities.  
We will be staying at  Caigers Resort , Just west of Brockville closer to Rockport, right 
on the St Lawrence River.   We will have rooms right on the  waters edge, with some 
room closer to the pool,  great area to BBQ and tell stories with breakfast served in the 
dinning lounge at 7.30 am each morning.  Our boat will be with "Seaway Charters"; 
Captain Kevin will take us to all our favorite spot to dive. I must say Brockville is full for 
favorites.  
Some wrecks that we have dove in the past are:  
 
Kingshorn-  April 27, 1897, the tug Hiram A Walker under Captain Boyd had seven barges 
undertow in the American channel near Thousand Island Park. She was caught in a storm losing 
barges on the south shore and 2 barges at Johnston's light opposite the park. With four barges 
left the Walker headed for Grenadier Island where the Captain of the Kingshorn reported his craft 
leaking badly. The Walker headed for Rockport with the injured barge however lost her 1/2-mile 
from Rockport in 90 ft. of water. Located directly in front of the Customs Office and Andres’s 
Marina/Rockport Dive Center at Rockport, this wooden vessel sits in 90 ft. of water and 
unfortunately in the middle of the small boat-shipping channel. 
 
A.E. Vickery- Built in 1861 and launched July 1861 at Three Mile Bay, NY as "J.B. Penfield" 
and sank August 17, 1889. This wooden three masted schooner (136.2 ft. x 26.2 ft. x 10.8 ft.) was 
renamed A.E. Vickery Feb. 25, 1884 and struck a rock while entering the American "Narrows" 
with a cargo of 21,000 bushels of corn destined for Wisers Distillery at Prescott, Ontario. Normally 
buoyed and located along side Rock Island Reef Light, divers can follow the buoy line into a very 
quick surface current onto the shoal head in 25-30 ft. of water. The bow of the Vickery lies about 
10-15 ft. away at a depth of 65. 
  
Henry C Daryaw  – Another favorite with a good current at the surface. ` The Daryaw went 
down in 1941 with the lose of one life. Was built in England in 1919 and is 219 ft long, he lies 
upside down and has great swim throws/under and at the end of the dive you could drift back to 
the mooring. 

      
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Lillie Parsons  – A 19th century Great Lakes centerboard schooner. Built of white oak and 
rigged fore and aft, she is 131 ft long with 500-ton capacity in her 10-ft hold. She had in her cargo 
hold: coal, lumber, wheat, barley, railway iron and salt, and was sailed by a crew of six men. She 
was launched in September from Tonawanda New York and on her last voyage, to Brockville; 
she hit a rock and took on water due to the shift of cargo during a squall just off Sparrow Island in 
August 1877. (She is a favorite dive site with our group) 
The diving around Brockville can be challenging and fun, this area is mostly advanced open water 
diving, but the visibility makes the dives seam like down south dives. The 70° so this makes the 
diving outstanding every year. If you’re not sure if you’re ready for this type of diving, please talk 
to me.  
 

This is a great SWODA group weekender. Fun is always had. 
Don’t wait and miss the boat. Book today. 

 

 

Keystorm  - Built 1910, sank 2 years later. Bow sits in 
30ft and stern gets to 110ft and usually has lots of fish 
around the wheelhouse and also has great swim throws. 
This site does have a good current at the surface.  
Robert Gaskin- Sank in 1889 Triple masked wooded 
barge, 132ft long and has lots of swim throws, always a 
fun wreck to dive.(We could do this from shore this time 
from our cottages)?? 
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TRIP LOGISTICS�
������ �  Sept 10-12th 2009 

 

������ �  $390 Can  for club members in good standing first  
�  $135.Non Dive rate and not on the boat 
 

	
��
���� �  2 days boat charters on ship wrecks with “Seaway Vision”” 
�  2 nights  Accommodations at Caigers Resort  
�  2 Breakfasts at Caigers dinning room 
�  lunch on board both days  
  

����	
��
���� �  Car pool  
�  Saturday night BBQ- POT LUCK  
�  Tip for captain  
�  Air fills/ Nitrox fills  
 

����������� �  Advanced Open water( Cold water cert) or equal min 

�����
������ �  Full scuba gear, wet/ dry suit for great lake diving 5-7 mil min. 
�  2 tanks or 1 set of doubles 
�  Lights  
  

�����
������ �  Food for your  pot luck BBQ dinners Saturday night 
�  Snacks for boat 
�  Lawn chairs 

������������ �  ������������  

�  ������ �!�""�����#����$������%��  

�
�  $100 Can. to the club please  www.swoda.ca   with Pay pal 
  
�  Mail to Don Gordon @ 107 Victoria Street  
                        London  On N6A 2B1 

Balance due September 1,  2009�
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www.divewithmar.ca�


